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Community Service Employment Program.
The newspaper article spotlights the work of
two senior citizens who are involved with the
Green Thumb Program in West Valley City.
The program clearly is helping these folks re-
main active and independent until they retire
while at the same time making contributions to
the community they live in. I would like to sub-
mit this article for inclusion in today’s RECORD

to pay tribute to this program, the senior citi-
zens in West Valley City it is helping, and the
city officials who take the time to be involved
in the program and make it work.

Bunny Bowen works in anticipation of not
having to work anymore.

She has plans for retirement: publishing
her 2,000 poems, reopening a ceramics shop,
getting back on the stage.

In the meantime, she answers phones for
the West Valley City Police Department,
logs reports, arrest information and protec-
tion orders into computers.

One of several West Valley City employees
hired through the federally funded Green
Thumb Senior Employment Program.
Bowen, 62, praises her employer. ‘‘They go
out of their way for us,’’ she says.

West Valley City is one of five cities in the
United States to receive an Outstanding
Community Service Award for its Green
Thumb Service Senior Community Service
Employment Program.

Green Thumb was established in 1965 by
President Johnson to hire retired farmers to
work on the Nation’s parks and highways.
These days, the program provides job train-
ing to senior workers with household in-
comes less than $9,340. Workers earn mini-
mum wage while they are trained and then
have the option of working for the agency
that trained them or seeking a job else-
where. About 282 Utahans worked for Green
Thumb last year.

West Valley City now employs five Green
Thumb trainees and four graduates.

Ron Burris, area Green Thumb supervisor,
says West Valley City does more for its el-
derly employees than most agencies by hold-
ing resume and interviewing workshops to
help them learn the process of getting a job.

Like hundreds of Utah senior citizens,
Bowen found herself in the financial gap be-
tween working and retirement. After 26
years of doing books for her husband’s busi-
ness, her experience was outdated and her
Social Security income minimal.

‘‘The job market’s tough when you’re
older,’’ Bowen says. ‘‘I was scared to death of
computers.’’

Bowen eventually found work through
Green Thumb and plans to work for two
more years and then retire.

But not Claude Heiner. The 68-year-old
former mining engineer has worked for the
city for three years and does not see his job
ending anytime soon.

Heiner started working for West Valley
City after a car accident left him in a wheel-
chair unable to continue his consulting busi-
ness. Now he manages the office at the city
shops, taking complaints about road damage,
snowplowing and dispatching drivers.

‘‘This really wasn’t what I wanted, but it
gave me something to do besides sitting
around the house,’’ Heiner says. ‘‘I’ll work as
long as my health holds out.’’
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, the Republic
of China on Taiwan, our firm and steady ally
in the region celebrated its National Day on
October 10. Its economic growth and political
progress serve as the standard for other de-
veloping countries, and its commitment to
human rights and democracy deserve our ad-
oration. I ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing Taiwan continued success in facing
the many challenges that lie ahead.

While Taiwan has served as a role model
for developing nations, it has been unable to
participate in many international organizations.
When President Clinton meets with President
Jiang of the People’s Republic of China at the
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Unit-
ed Nations in New York, the voices of 21 mil-
lion people on Taiwan will be conspicuously
unheard. Their duly elected government has
been frozen out of participation in the U.N. by
the PRC. We must seek to rectify this situa-
tion.

The United States should make clear to
China that we respect the pursuit of reunifica-
tion. But reunification through military action is
totally unacceptable. The United States is
bound by the Taiwan Relations Act of 1980 to
seek a peaceful resolution to the Taiwan situa-
tion. Part of the solution may come from equal
participation in international organizations.

When the United States moved to no longer
recognize the ROC in exchange for the PRC
in 1979, one of the reasons given was that the
1.2 billion people of China must have a vote.
That same argument now applies to the 21
million people in Taiwan. I hope that the Unit-
ed States will not shy away for its responsibil-
ity to our long term ally.
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Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, in response
to some questions that have been raised, we
want to clarify that it is, and has always been,
our intent that all provisions of H.R. 2399, the
Truth in Lending Act Amendments of 1995,
that amend the Truth in Lending Act—includ-
ing the increases in tolerance—apply solely to
loans secured by real estate.
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Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my col-
leagues, our Nation’s military leaders, distin-

guished veterans, and the host of family and
friends who have assembled with us in the
House Chamber this morning. I want to pay
special tribute to those veterans who have
journeyed from across the country to join us
for this special joint meeting of Congress.
Joint meetings are special events to mark his-
toric moments in our Nation’s history. Today’s
ceremony marks the closing activities of the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
World War II. It is, indeed, proper and fitting
that we gather for acknowledgement of this
significant period in our Nation’s history.

History reveals that World War II was the
greatest and most destructive war in history.
The war killed more people, destroyed more
property, and probably had more far-reaching
consequences than any other war in history.
The war began on September 1, 1939, with
the invasion of Poland by Germany. The Unit-
ed States entered the war in December of
1941, following the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor.

Mr. Speaker, as we gather today to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of World War
II, we pause to honor the brave Americans
who answered the Nation’s call to service. We
also honor those who lost their lives in the
conflict. We know that families lost fathers,
sons, daughters, and friends. We gather today
to remind these families that their losses were
not in vain. The war forever changed our Na-
tion, signaling a renewed commitment to free-
dom and democracy. It is with the somber re-
minder of the valor and determination of our
fallen comrades who fought for democracy
that we gather today.

I want to take this opportunity to pay special
tribute to my colleagues in Congress who are
veterans of World War II, including those who
are highlighted on today’s program—Rep-
resentatives, HENRY HYDE and ‘‘SONNY’’
MONTGOMERY, and Senators DANIEL INOUYE,
STROM THURMOND, and Senate Majority Lead-
er ROBERT DOLE. As a veteran of World War
II, I take pride in being included in the ranks
of these brave patriots who united in service
to this country a half-century ago.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have some of
the members of my family join me for today’s
commemoration ceremony, including my wife,
Jay, my daughter, Lori, and my grand-
daughter, Nicolette. My young grandson, Brett
Hammond, is also here with me. As I look at
Brett and Nicolette, it is my feeling that we
fought a war many years ago, so that perhaps
members of their generation will be able to
enjoy peace. As we move forward, let us do
so with the strong hope that World War II will,
indeed, become known as the last world war.
Let this be our commitment to our children,
our grandchildren, and our brave comrades
who have passed on.
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I am sure that by
now most of our colleagues have either read
or heard about Mr. Larry Champagne III, the
young hero who saved his schoolmates and
bus driver when he brought their swerving
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school bus to a halt after the driver suffered a
stroke at the wheel. I am proud to say that Mr.
Champagne is one of my junior constituents.

More importantly, I want to call young
Larry’s story to the attention of our colleagues
because his act of courage is one of the many
wonderful and dynamic things our young peo-
ple are doing today. Contrary to popular belief,
Larry Champagne and his schoolmates are
among the 98 percent of young Americans
who are doing the right thing. They are the
young leaders who are studying hard, obeying
authority, and making small but positive con-
tributions to their communities. They are the
unsung heroes of the 90’s.

I submit to our colleagues the October 6,
1995 St. Louis Post Dispatch article about
Larry Champagne. It is my hope that his story
will touch their hearts, as it did mine, and in-
spire some confidence in young Larry’s gen-
eration. Then, I offer our colleagues the chal-
lenge of doing everything within their power to
protect the programs that young Larry and his
peers will need to fully develop the leadership
talents they displayed on October 5, 1995.

[From the St. Louis Post Dispatch, Oct. 6,
1995]

PEACHY—BOY HERO CELEBRATES CELEBRITY

(By Carolyn Bower)
Ten-year-old Larry Champagne III got

pulled from class repeatedly Thursday to
talk with national radio and television re-
porters.

But Larry was coping with his sudden ce-
lebrity status.

‘‘I’m OK,’’ he grinned outside Bellerive
School in the Parkway School District. ‘‘I’m
peachy. I’m carrots and peas.’’

Larry, a fifth-grader, became a hero after
he stopped a school bus on U.S. Highway 40
near Sarah Avenue in St. Louis Tuesday
after the bus driver suffered a stroke. The
bus has been going about 55 mph.

Larry is credited with saving himself and
17 other students from serious injury. The
bus driver, Ernestine Blackman, was in seri-
ous condition Thursday at Barnes Hospital.

On Thursday afternoon, Bellerive’s 460 pu-
pils filed into the school gym for an assem-
bly to honor Larry and the other students. In
sweet, high voices, the students sang a song
about making a difference, taking a risk and
becoming the voices of hope in the world.

Said principal Ken Russell: ‘‘We are here to
honor the students on Bus 3 for their cour-
age, wisdom and bravery in the face of dan-
ger. * * * You were good listeners. You were
helpful. You are heroes.’’

The students were on their way to school
from their homes in St. Louis Tuesday morn-
ing when they heard cars honking and felt
the bus swerve and hit a guardrail.

Then they saw Blackman fall from her
seat. Larry made his way to the front,
grabbed the steering wheel and stomped on
the brake, stopping the bus. A pickup plowed
into the bus.

Then Larry and five other students helped
the bus driver, got the door open and sum-
moned help.

Russell gave Larry a stack of newspapers
and a framed copy of a front-page Post-Dis-
patch story about Larry.

School officials presented the Bus 3 stu-
dents with medallions on red, white and blue
ribbons.

Walle Amusa, and aide to St. Louis Mayor
Freeman Bosley Jr., read a message from
Bosley and invited the children to meet the
mayor next Wednesday. The mayor’s mes-
sage said: ‘‘I am very proud of you. It is
great to know that we have young people
like you who are level-headed, responsible,
courageous and humble.’’

Tim Stieber, a division manager for
Mayflower bus company, gave Larry a billed
hat, a bus driver’s jacket, commendation and
$100 gift certificate to Toys ‘R’ Us.

The television program ‘‘A Current Affair’’
filmed the assembly.

In addition to local news organizations,
Larry has had interviews or inquiries from
NBC, CBS, USA Today, National Public
Radio, Time Magazine for Kids, the Associ-
ated Press, United Press International, CNN
in Los Angeles, Paul Harvey, David
Letterman’s show, the ‘‘Today’’ show, the
‘‘Tonight Show’’ and radio stations in Bos-
ton, San Francisco and Utica. Charles
Osgood wrote Thursday’s ‘‘Osgood File’’
rhyme about Larry.

Larry’s relatives said the attention at first
drove him to tears, but he bounced back.

His grandfather Lawrence Champagne,
said: ‘‘Larry didn’t want to be a hero, but
now he’s jumping in with both feet and deal-
ing with it.’’

The grandfather said Larry’s actions had
lifted the family’s spirits just weeks after
Larry’s father, Lawrence Champagne II, was
stabbed to death in St. Louis.

‘‘My son may have lost his life, but his son
has saved lives,’’ the grandfather said. ‘‘This
is a memory we’ll cherish forever.’’
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Mrs. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to let the American people know
how Government has really operated in Wash-
ington for far too long. For the past several
months I have been working in a bipartisan
manner with my colleagues in the House and
Senate from Washington State, Oregon, and
California to address a serious issue. Amer-
ican men and women in the longshoreman’s
trade are being displaced by foreign workers
because our own State Department’s rule in-
terpretations strongly favor foreign workers de-
spite Congress’ efforts to protect American
workers in a trade where half of their jobs
have disappeared in the last decade alone.

It’s not bad enough that our State Depart-
ment is failing to protect American jobs but
they have ignored Congress’ charge to update
their annual rule interpretation list for almost 2
years. So let’s see, not only does our own
State Department favor foreign workers but
now they ignore Congress’ instructions as
well. But wait Mr. Speaker, it gets better!

Now I have discovered that after fourteen
other Members of the House and Senate
joined me in writing to Secretary Christopher
about this problem a mid-level bureaucrat in
the Transportation and Economic Section of
the Department of State decided he would call
foreign ship owners to let them know they too
should be concerned about this issue. Yes.
We have a State Department official calling
foreign lobbyists as if he had been retained to
be their personal agent. Whose State Depart-
ment is this anyway?

But just when I think it could not get any
worse I find out that the State Department has
agreed to be lobbied by foreign vessel owners
and operators so that they can continue to dis-
criminate against American workers. Their

concern? It is that the profit margins for for-
eign vessel owners and operators will be cut.

So let’s review what has been going on in
our State Department. First, State promulgates
rules which discriminate against American
workers in favor of foreigners. Second, State
ignores the law and defies Congress’ charge
to produce annual reciprocity lists for almost 2
years. Third, a State Department official takes
it upon himself to be the agent for foreign lob-
byists by calling foreign ship owners and oper-
ators to protect what amounts to be corporate
pork for foreigners doled out by our State De-
partment. Last, as if notifying foreigners that
their sweet deal may be in danger is not
enough, the United States Department of
State decides to meet with foreign lobbyists so
that their concerns can be made a part of the
official State Department evaluation.

While some have asked me which American
worker needs to fear our State Department
next the real question Americans must ask
themselves is ‘‘How much does it cost a for-
eign interest to have the Department of State
act as your lobbyist?’’ The obvious answer,
the livelihoods of thousands of American men
and women in the longshoreman’s trade.
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate Electrician’s Mate First Class,
Submarine Service Richard Crisp who will re-
tire from the United States Navy on December
31, 1995. Richard entered the Navy on May
30, 1973 and has served his nation faithfully.

During his time in the United States Navy,
Richard has distinguished himself as an ex-
traordinary member of our armed forces. He
has been awarded the Submarine Service
Designation, the navy Achievement Medal 2nd
Award, the Meritorious Unit Commendation
2nd Award, the navy Recruiting Award, the
Coast Guard Special Operations Ribbon, the
Sea Service Ribbon, and the Deterrent Patrol
Insignia 2nd Award.

Mr. Speaker, Richard Crisp has proven him-
self to be a faithful member of the United
States Navy. His 20 years of loyal service is
greatly appreciated, and I wish him the very
best as he enters retirement.
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICARE BILL
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I recently cospon-
sored H.R. 2422, the Medicare bill offered as
an alternative to the Republican Medicare
plan. I am cosponsoring the bill because I be-
lieve that it is important for Democrats to offer
an alternative plan to the Republicans’ mas-
sive, unnecessary, and unjustified cuts.

H.R. 2422 cuts approximately $90 billion
from Medicare over the next 7 years instead
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